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Coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly 
(CLESE) 

 
CLESE is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization of community-based ethnic 
organizations, representing 50 languages, which serves older people who are not 
fluent in English. 
 
CLESE membership includes Chicago metropolitan area ethnic organizations 
representing the following cultures: 

 
Afghan 
Arab 
Assyrian 
Bosnian 
Cambodian 
Chinese 
Ethnic Chinese from 

Southeast Asia 

Cuban 
Filipino 
Greek 
Haitian 
Herzegovinian 
Indian 
Japanese 
Korean 

Laotian 
Latino 
Lithuanian 
Mexican 
Pakistani 
Polish 
Puerto Rican 
Romanian 

Russian 
Serbo-Croatian 
Somali 
South and Central 

America 
Ukrainian 
Former U.S.S.R. 
Vietnamese 
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Serving the city of Chicago, plus 

Cook, DuPage, Grundy, Kane, Kankakee, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties 
 

Coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly (CLESE) 
53 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 1301 

Chicago, Illinois 60604-3552 
312-461-0812; Fax: 312-461-1466 

Paul Yun, President, and Beth O’Grady, Executive Director 
Advocacy and administrative services for ethnic organizations 

 
 

CLESE member organizations categorized by the community served: 
 
 
All__________________________________ 
Serving refugees from around the world 
Heartland Health Outreach 
1015 W. Lawrence Ave, Chicago, 60640 
733-751-4107 
Fax: 733-275-9356 
Heidi Nelson, Executive Director 
 
Serving all immigrants and refugees 
Illinois Health Education Consortium 
310 S. Peoria, Suite 504 
Chicago, Illinois 60607 
312-996-9989 
Fax: 312-996-0723 
Hong Liu, Executive Director 
E-mail: hongliu@uic.edu 
 
Serving all immigrants and refugees 
Interfaith Refugee and Immigrant Ministries  
4753 N. Broadway, #401 
Chicago, Illinois 60640 
773-989-5647 
Fax: 773-989-0484 
Gregory Wangerin, Executive Director 
E-mail: omalskiy@sbcglobal.net 
 
Serving Multi-ethnic 
White Crane Wellness Center  
1355 W. Foster 
Chicago, Illinois 60640 
773-271-9001 
Fax: 773-271-9231 
Elizabeth Cagan, Executive Director 
E-mail: wcrane@enteract.com 
 

Serving refugees from around the world 
World Relief Chicago 
3507 W. Lawrence, Suite 208 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 
773-583-9191  
Fax: 773-583-9410 
 
Serving refugees from around the world 
World Relief DuPage 
1825 College Avenue, #230 
Wheaton, Illinois 60187 
630-462-7566 
Fax: 630-462-8103 
Marilyn Sweeny, Executive Director 
E-mail: Msweeny@wr.org 
 
Asian_______________________________ 
Serving Asian, Latino and Middle-Eastern 
Albany Park Community Center 
3403 W. Lawrence, #300 
Chicago, Illinois 60625  
773-583-5111 
Fax: 773-583-5062 
Diane M. Yost, Executive Director 
 
Serving Asian 
Asian Human Services  
4753 N. Broadway,#700  
Chicago, Illinois 60640  
773-728-2235 
Fax: 773-728-4751 
Abha Pandya, Executive Director 
E-mail: jing@asianhumanservices.org 
 

(more on next page) 
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Serving South Asian, Middle Eastern  
and former Yugoslavian 
Hamdard Center for Health and Human Services 
1542 W. Devon 
Chicago, 60660 
773-465-4600 
Mohammed Hamid, Executive Director 
E-mail: admin@hamdardcenter.org 
 
Serving South Asian 
Indo-American Center  
6328 N. California 
Chicago, Illinois 60659 
773-973-4444 
Fax: 773-973-0157 
Mr. Chris Zala, Director 
E-mail: czala@indoamerican.org 
 
Serving Asian and Japanese 
Japanese American Service Committee 
4427 N. Clark 
Chicago, Il 60640 
773-275-7212 
Fax: 773-275-0958 
Jean Fujiu, Executive Director 
E-mail: jasc@yahoo.net 
 
Serving South Asian and Bosnian 
Metropolitan Asian Family Services  
7541 N. Western Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645  
773-465-3105 
Fax: 773-465-0158  
Santosh Kumar, Executive Director 
E-mail: santosh1250@hotmail.coom 
 
Serving South Asian 
Midwest Asian American Center 
2534 W. Devon, 2nd floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60659 
773-262-8650 
Fax: 773-262-8651 
Vandana Dalal, Executive Director 
E-mail: Maacedu@aol.com 
 

Serving Asian 
Xilin Association 
1163 E. Ogden, #301 
Naperville Illinois 60563 
630-355-4322 
Fax: 630-355-4326 
Linda Yang 
E-mail: Lindayang@xilin.org 
 
Assyrian __________________________ 
Serving Assyrian and former USSR 
Assyrian National Council of Illinois  
2450 W. Peterson  
Chicago, Illinois 60659 
773-262-5589 
Fax: 773-262-0828 
Isho Lilou, Director 
E-mail: anci@comcast.net 
 
Serving Assyrian 
Assyrian Universal Alliance Foundation  
7055 N. Clark 
Chicago, Illinois 60626  
773-274-9262 
Fax: 773-274-5866 
Homer Ashurian, Executive Director 
E-mail: AUAF@ameritech.net 
 
Serving Assyrian 
Urhai Community Service Center 
2945 W. Peterson, # 204 
Chicago, Illinois 60659 
773-275-2688 
Fax: 773-275-2599  
Angel Kindo, Executive Director 
E-mail: urhaicenter@aol.com 
 
Bosnian ___________________________ 
Serving Bosnian and South Asian 
Metropolitan Asian Family Services  
7541 N. Western Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645  
773-465-3105 
Fax: 773-465-0158  
Santosh Kumar, Executive Director 
E-mail: santosh1250@hotmail.coom 
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Cambodian _________________________ 
Serving Cambodian 
Cambodian Association of Illinois  
2831 W. Lawrence  
Chicago, Illinois 60625  
773-878-7090 
Fax: 773-878-5299 
Kompha Seth, Executive Director 
E-mail: Kompha_Seth@hotmail.com 
 
Chinese ____________________________ 
Serving Chinese 
Chinese American Service League  
2141 S. Tan Court 
Chicago, Illinois 60616   
312-328-6619 
Fax: 312-326-5244  
Bernarda Wong, President 
E-mail: sueylee@caslservice.org 
 
Serving Chinese 
Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Assoc 
250 W. 22nd Place 
Chicago, Illinois 60616-1902 
312-225-6198 
Fax: 312-225-1155 
Larry Wong, Director 
 
Serving Ethnic Chinese and Vietnamese 
Chinese Mutual Aid Association  
1016 W. Argyle 
Chicago Illinois 60640 
773-784-2900 
Fax: 773-784-2984 
Denise Lam, Executive Director 
E-mail: denisel@chinesemutualaid.org 
 
Greek ______________________________ 
Serving Greek 
Hellenic Foundation  
5700 N. Sheridan Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 
773-728-2603 
Fax: 773-728-1718.   
Angelike Mountanis, Director 
 

Haitian ______________________________ 
Serving Haitian 
Haitian American Community Association 
1637 W. Morse 
Chicago, Illinois 60626 
773-764-2209 
Fax: 773-764-2669 
Marie Henry, Executive Director 
 
Japanese ____________________________ 
Serving Japanese and other Asian 
Japanese American Service Committee 
4427 N. Clark 
Chicago, Il 60640 
773-275-7212 
Fax: 773-275-0958 
Jean Fujiu, Executive Director 
E-mail: jasc@yahoo.net 
 
Jewish _____________________________ 
Serving Jewish and former USSR 
Council for Jewish Elderly  
3003 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
773-508-1328 
Fax: 773-508-4766 
Mark Weiner, Executive Director 
E-mail: irina.polishchuk@cje.net 
 
Korean ____________________________ 
Serving Korean 
Center for Seniors  
5320 N. Kedzie Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 
773-478-1245 
Fax: 773-478-4070 
Jae Ha, Executive Director 
E-mail: CFSJae@sbcglobal.net 
 
Serving Korean 
Korean American Community Services  
4300 N. California 
Chicago, Illinois 60618 
773-583-5501 
Fax: 773-583-7009 
Soo Ji Min, Executive Director  
E-mail: info@kacs.chgo.org 
 

(more on next page) 
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Serving Korean 
Korean American Senior Center  
5008-14 N. Kedzie 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 
773-478-8851 
Fax: 773-478-8552 
Paul Yun, Executive Director 
E-mail: paulyun@chikasc.org 
 
Laotian ____________________________ 
Serving Laotian 
Lao American Community Services 
4750 N. Sheridan, # 369 
Chicago, Illinois 60640 
773-271-0004 
Fax: 773-271-1682 
Somlith Visaysouk, Executive Director 
E-mail: somlith_lacs@yahoo.com 
 
Latino ____________________________ 
Serving Latino, Asian and Middle-Eastern 
Albany Park Community Center 
3403 W. Lawrence, #300 
Chicago, Illinois 60625  
773-583-5111 
Fax: 773-583-5062 
Diane M. Yost, Executive Director 
 
Serving Latino 
Asi 
2619 W. Armitage  
Chicago, Illinois 60647  
773-278-5130 
Fax: 773-278-1380 
Rebecca Cruz, Executive Director 
E-mail: asi_homecare_agonz@ameritech.net 
 
Serving Latino 
Casa Central  
1343 N. California  
Chicago, Illinois 60622 
773-645-2300 
Fax: 773-645-2314 
Ann Alvarez, President 
E-mail: igomez@casacentral.org 
 

Serving Latino 
Easter Seals Community Employment 
120 W. Madison 
Oak Park, Illinois 60302 
708-524-8700 
Fax: 708-524-4902 
Tim Muri, Executive Director 
E-mail: lsoteno@eastersealschicago.org 
 
Serving Latino 
El Valor  
1850 W. 21st Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60608  
312-666-4511 
Fax: 312-666-6677 
Vincent Allocco, Executive Director 
E-mail: aallocco@elvalor.net 
 
Serving Latino, Polish, Romanian and Ukrainian 
European-American Association  
2827 W. Division   
Chicago, Illinois 60622  
773-342-5868 
Fax: 773-342-5533.  
John Herman, Executive Director 
E-mail: eaaE-mail:@aol.com 
 
Serving Latino 
Little Brothers, Friends of the Elderly  
355 N. Ashland 
Chicago, Illinois 60607-1019  
312-455-1000 
Fax: 312-455-9674 
Simone Mitchell-Peterson, Exec Dir. 
E-mail: Chicago@littlebrothers.org 
 
Middle-Eastern _____________________ 
Serving Middle-Eastern, Asian and Latino 
Albany Park Community Center 
3403 W. Lawrence, #300 
Chicago, Illinois 60625  
773-583-5111 
Fax: 773-583-5062 
Diane M. Yost, Executive Director 
 

(more on next page) 
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Serving Middle-Eastern, South Asian  
and former Yugoslavian 
Hamdard Center for Health and Human Services 
1542 W. Devon 
Chicago, 60660 
773-465-4600 
Mohammed Hamid, Executive Director 
E-mail: admin@hamdardcenter.org 
 
Serving Middle-Eastern 
SANAD (Social Service Association for 
Neighborhood Arab American Development) 
3302 W. 63rd Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60629 
773-436-7989 
Fax: 773-436-4973 
Fatima Abu Eid, Executive Director 
 
Polish _____________________________ 
Serving Polish, Latino, Romanian and Ukrainian 
European-American Association  
2827 W. Division   
Chicago, Illinois 60622  
773-342-5868 
Fax: 773-342-5533.  
John Herman, Executive Director 
E-mail: eaaE-mail:@aol.com 
 
Serving Polish 
Polish American Association 
North office: 

3834 N. Cicero Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60641 
773-282-8206, ext. 316 
Fax: 773-282-1324 
Karen Popowski, Executive Director 
E-mail: paa@polish.org 

South office: 
6276 W. Archer 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 
773-767-7773 
Fax: 773-767-5026 

 
Romanian __________________________ 
Serving Romanian, Latino, Polish and Ukrainian 
European-American Association  
2827 W. Division   
Chicago, Illinois 60622  
773-342-5868 
Fax: 773-342-5533.  
John Herman, Executive Director 
E-mail: eaaE-mail:@aol.com 

Serving Romanian 
Romanian American Community Center 
3643 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60618 
773-279-8880 
Fax: 773-279-8027 
Stefan Olaru, Executive Director 
 
Ukrainian ___________________________ 
Serving Ukrainian, Latino, Polish and Romanian 
European-American Association  
2827 W. Division   
Chicago, Illinois 60622  
773-342-5868 
Fax: 773-342-5533.  
John Herman, Executive Director 
E-mail: eaaE-mail:@aol.com 
 
former USSR _______________________ 
Serving former USSR 
American Association of Immigrants from 
the former USSR, Illinois Branch 
1132 W. Lunt, #9D  
Chicago, Illinois 60626 
773-338-5055 
Fax: 773-338-5120 
Sabina Pello, Director 
E-mail: SabinaPello@aol.com 
 
Serving former USSR and Assyrian 
Assyrian National Council of Illinois  
2450 W. Peterson  
Chicago, Illinois 60659 
773-262-5589 
Fax: 773-262-0828 
Isho Lilou, Director 
E-mail: anci@comcast.net 
 
Serving former USSR and Jewish 
Council for Jewish Elderly  
3003 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
773-508-1328 
Fax: 773-508-4766 
Mark Weiner, Executive Director 
E-mail: irina.polishchuk@cje.net 
 

(more on next page) 
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Serving former USSR 
Ezra Multi Service Center 
909 W. Wilson 
Chicago, Illinois 60640 
773-528-4127 
Fax: 773-477-5126 
Anita Weinstein, Executive Director 
E-mail: MarinaShafran@juf.org 
 
Serving former USSR 
HIAS Chicago 
216 W. Jackson, # 700 
Chicago, Illinois 60606  
312-357-4666 
Fax: 312-855-3291 
Suzanne Franklin, Executive Director 
E-mail: susanwexler@jfcschicago.org 
 
Vietnamese ________________________ 
Serving Vietnamese and Ethnic Chinese 
Chinese Mutual Aid Association  
1016 W. Argyle 
Chicago Illinois 60640 
773-784-2900 
Fax: 773-784-2984 
Denise Lam, Executive Director 
E-mail: denisel@chinesemutualaid.org 
 
Serving Vietnamese and Ethnic Chinese 
South East Asia Center  
5120 N. Broadway 
Chicago, Illinois 60640  
773-989-0960 
Fax: 773-989-7755 
Peter Porr, Executive Director 
E-mail: seac1134@yahoo.com 
 

Serving Vietnamese 
Vietnamese Association of Illinois  
5252 N. Broadway 
Chicago, Illinois 60640 
773-728-3700 
Fax: 773-728-0497 
Tam Duc Nguyen, Executive Director 
E-mail: vietassn@aol.com 
 
Yugoslavian ______________________ 
Serving former Yugoslavian 
Bosnian and Herzegovinian American 
Community Center  
1257 W. Devon 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 
773-274-0044 
Fax: 773-274-6188 
John Pisharis, Executive Director 
E-mail: jpsiharis@bhacc.org 
 
Serving former Yugoslavian 
Edgewater Community Council 
6044 N. Broadway 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 
773-334-5609 
Fax: 773-334-1871 
Douglas Fraser, Executive Director 
E-mail: edgecc@core.com 
 
Serving former Yugoslavian, South Asian  
and Middle Eastern 
Hamdard Center for Health and Human Services 
1542 W. Devon 
Chicago, 60660 
773-465-4600 
Mohammed Hamid, Executive Director 
E-mail: admin@hamdardcenter.org 
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